which inspires themselves. . . . The three allied sovereigns feel
themselves but the plenipotentiaries of Providence for the Gov-
ernment of three branches of the same family. ... All powers
that solemnly subscribe to these principles will be joyfully received
into this Holy Alliance." And in fact all the European potentates
did adhere to it, with the exception of the Prince Regent of Eng-
land, who declared that it was incompatible with the constitution
of his country; the Pope, who considered that he was already, from
time immemorial, in possession of Christian truth; and the Sultan,
who of course did not recognize this Christian truth at all. Conse-
quently, on the same day as the Second Peace of Paris, England
concluded with Russia, Prussia, and Austria the Quadruple Al-
liance, the object of which was the " maintenance of the existing
state of things "; in other words, balance of power externally, order
and quiet within.

The importance of this Holy Alliance has been vastly over-
rated. It rested on no real guarantees of peace, but on mere roman-
tic phrases, which might or might not be made good. As early as
1816 Gentz, that keen and illusionless observer, said that " it is a
political nullity and will never lead to serious results; it is a piece
of stage scenery invented in a spirit of misplaced devoutness, or of
pure jealousy; for Alexander it is nothing but an instrument with
which to exercise the influence that is a principal object of his am-
bition." Metternich, too, regarded it as un verbiage. In fact the
Tsar, with his pathological jealousy, regarded it only as a pretext
under which to set himself up as the arbiter of Europe and to jus-
tify himself as " Plenipotentiary of Providence," in tolerating no
will but his own in his dominions. As far as words went, indeed,
there is no more complete political program than that of the Holy
Alliance, for it is laid down in the draft treaty that " a Christian
people can in truth have no other ruler than Him to whom alone
belongs power, in that in Him alone abides the treasure of love,
knowledge, and truth: namely, God, our divine Redeemer Jesus
Christ." But few ideals have advanced so little beyond rhetoric
as this did. That the Saviour should rule the earth has been, from
the moment of His appearing on it, the desire and dream of
all Christians, but for the fulfilment thereof cold-hearted Habs-
burg emperors, megalomaniac tsars, narrow-souled Hohenzollern
kings, and cynical princes of lying of the Metternich kind are
scarcely the right instruments. With the fine idea of being fathers
to their peoples, they turned Europe into a nursery, and although,
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